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J^n^»| ?tnd local redundancy 

• Multi-control of access gateways 

• Support of 3rd party access gateways 

• extended account management, logs & statist 

• Enterprise self account management 

• True "Plug n' Play" and "Zero configuration" 

• Multiple payment/account options 

• Cirtendcd list of certified interfaces 
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Last modified: Wednesday, October 08, 2003 

Short for Enterprise Systems Connection, or 
Enterprise Systems Connectivity, an IBM 
fiber optic connection technology that 
interconnects S/390 mainframe computers, 
workstations and network-attached storage 
devices across a single channel and supports 
half duplex data transfers. One of the key 
elements of ESCON is the ESCON Director, 
an ]/0 switch capable of providing dynamic, 
nonblocking, any-to-any connectivity for up to 
60 fiber optic links operating at 200 Mb/s. The 
links can be up to 36 miles (60 kilometers) 
apart. ESCON is useful in CANs and MANs . 
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• Toronto, Canada, March 
16 - 18, 2004 

• Tokyo, Japan, April 20 - 
21, 2004 

• Baltimore, MP, June 8 - 
10, 2004 

• London, England, October 
28 - 29, 2004 

• San Jose, CA, November 
30 - December 2, 2004 
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ESCON Implementation Guide 
This redbook describes ESCON 
architecture, and provides information on 
ESCON configuration planning, migration, 
and coexistence with conventional channel 
(OEMI) architecture, (pdf) 

The IBM ESCON Director: A Dynamic 
Switch for 200Mb/s Fiber Optic Links 
This paper describes the function and 
hardware structure of the ESCON Director, 
an I/O switch capable of providing dynamic, 
nonblocking, any-to-any connectivity for up 
to 60 fiber optic links operating at 200 Mb/s. 
(pdf) 
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Last modified: Wednesday, October 08, 2003 

Short for Fiber Connection, or Fiber 
Connectivity, IBM's fiber optic channel 
technology that extends the capabilities of its 
previous fiber optic channel standard, 
ESCQN . Unlike ESCON, FICON supports fuN 
duplex data transfers and enables greater 
throughput rates over longer distances. 
FICON uses a mapping layer that is based 
on technology developed for Fibre Channel 
and multiplexing technology, which allows 
small data transfers to be transmitted at the 
same time as larger ones. IBM first 
introduced the technology in 1998 on its G5 
servers. 
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